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FEATURE FENCING
Intern architect, Joseph Campitelli, enclosed his corner lot property
by erecting a fence that does not confine one's vision.

Story by Steven Chester
Illustrations by Joseph Campitelli
Photos by Miguel Hortiguela
and Joseph Campitelli
Designing a fence for his property,
intern architect Joseph Campitelli
wanted his yard enclosed without the
confines of a standard cedar fence.
The landscape feature fence he
eventually constructed took him
approximately one year of design,
planning and construction - resulting
in a more open appearance to the
narrow, corner lot.
“Fundamentally, when people
enclose their properties to give them
boundaries, in either a narrow or
standard lot, the boundaries start to
get confining,” he says.
His plans also included attaching
the garage of his detached, singlefamily dwelling to the fence. He
enlisted the help of his neighbour
and another worker, both of Tuckeys
Contracting. The job took seven
12-hour workdays to complete.
Six pieces of aluminum railing were
strech-formed to achieve a 6'4" radius for
the corner section of the fence.
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Lattice was installed against the fence-facing sides of the garage to soften the wall
by allowing for the growth of vines.
The fence is a pier and railing
system. 31/2" Lafarge stones were
layered to build 3' X 2'10" X 2'6"
piers, joined horizontally by a set of
five 1X4" aluminum rails.
Each pier was constructed by
digging a 3 X 1' foundation.
Approximately 8" of screening was
used as a base, and tamped for
stability. A starter layer of Lafarge
stones, for each pier, was placed and
levelled. Consecutive layers were
added, consisting of six or seven
pieces of stone, of different lengths
and profiles. It took 70 to 80 pieces to
build each pier and they were bonded
with a constructiion adhesive to fix
the stones into position.
Custom-made 9' aluminum rails
were set in place spaced about 7"

apart, every second layer of stone. “I
had to literally chisel each stone by
hand to inset the rails into each pier,”
says Campitelli. “As we built from
the base up, we got to the point
where the rail was located, and I
would chisel out the notches.” To
accommodate the corner section of
the property, six pieces of aluminum
railing were stretch-formed to
achieve a 6'4" radius. All the rails
were anodized with a clear coat as
protection against the weather.
At the front of the property a gate,
constructed with the same aluminum
material, was installed to keep the
rear yard accessible and complete the
enclosure.
To soften the aluminum and stone
look, the piers were constructed to
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accommodate plants. Before planting, a drainage layer of 4 to 6" of 3/4"
clear stone was used as a base. Filter
cloth, set against the interior surface,
holds the soil mix. Two types of
plants alternate: a spherical plant
known as boxwood and a conical
multi-coloured shrub, known as
euonymus. Campitelli also installed
lattice against the fence-facing side of
his garage to allow for the growth of
climbing vines and to soften the
garage wall.
“I grew up in a large home with a
lot of property,” he says. “We’re not
able to live on such generous plots of
land anymore, without going far from
the city - so what do we do about it?
Thirty some years later, when buying
my own home, I wanted a corner lot.
I tried not to impact it too much
spatially by confining one’s vision.”

For more information, see page 114.
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At the front of the property a gate, constructed of the same aluminum material, was
installed to keep the rear yard accessible.

