HCMHCMf4_001 5/21/04 4:10 PM Page 1

NEW IDEAS FOR BUILDING GREEN •ROOFING OPTIONS

Issue 3/2004 $4.95

ROCK SOLID

Insulated concrete forms offer
great looks, energy efficiency

Preserving Stained Glass

plus

Creating custom carpets
How to maintain your pond's ecosystem
Play houses and backyard equipment

www.homesandcottages.com

Agreement #40065616
Publications Mail Agreement #40065616 RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES (Cover/label only) to PO Box 920, Station K, 2384 Yonge Street, Toronto, ON, M4P 2E0

HCMHCMf4_044-047 5/19/04 3:46 PM Page 44

THE MISSING LIMB

The original plans for this ranch-style bungalow included a deck that was
never built. After 20 years, the homeowners built a deck that wraps
around two sides of the residence, overlooks the swimming pool and
blends into the existing landscaping.
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lthough this ranch-style house in Stouffville,
Ontario boasted an incredible view of the
Toronto skyline and surrounding countryside, it
was born with a missing limb.
The home’s original design included a deck. However, it
was never constructed, and the main-floor sliding doors that
would have been the deck’s entrance were left blocked off.
Various upgrades were made to the home, such as landscaping, a swimming pool and rock garden, over its 20year history. The homeowners decided to include the
backyard deck and a hot tub, to take advantage of the
views and the existing swimming pool area.
Joe Campitelli, principal of Transformations, was contracted to design and draw the deck.
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Campitelli’s challenges included wrapping the deck
around two sides of the residence. The back elevation of
the home includes a walkout basement that was to be
underneath the deck. Existing patios, on each level, would
need to be accessible.
Builder Steve Manna of Upper Canada Homes took on
the project. The work commenced in mid-March 2003 and
was completed within three weeks. There were a couple of
inevitable material delivery hold-ups (including the hot tub),
and bad weather delayed construction on a few occasions.
Structural posts were created by combining four 4x4"
posts, to support built up beams. Posts were anchored to a
metal saddle embedded in 16” Sonatubes, placed at a minimum depth of four feet. The beams were tied to the posts

with 1⁄2" galvanized bolts. The deck cantilevers beyond the
posts, by just over 21⁄2 feet, to create more depth. This was
dictated by the septic tank location, which limited space
for placement of the posts.
“Any problems with bearing for a post could have been
disastrous for the support of the deck and, most importantly, the support of the hot tub,” Campitelli says.
“Sufficient measures were taken with the consultation of
a structural engineer to provide support at all key points.”
Subterranean obstacles and a rock garden also played a hand
in establishing the deck extents. Overgrown shrubs, with
thick, deep root systems, had to be removed. The grade

changes by about 10 feet from one side of the deck to the other,
which also presented challenges and varying soil conditions.
The hot tub was delivered directly from the supplier to
the site and wheeled via a wagon to its location. “It’s a
better transfer of the product to the homeowner when

Existing patios on each level had to be accessible from the newly constructed deck.
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that service is supplied,” Campitelli says. “Finding a company that will install its product may ensure proper installation and not void any warranties.”
All lumber material, including pickets and railings, was
pressure-treated as per the owner’s request.
“By using dimensional lumber, we were restricted to
maximum permitted spans,” Campitelli says.
A stair and railing system was added to the south side of
the home to allow access to the ground level. Measures
were taken to ensure that ascending or descending the
stairs would feel less laborious. Treads were oversized and
risers kept at 7". Railings were placed at a height of 3'6".
Decking was screwed rather than nailed down.
In addition to respecting OBC requirements, the deck
was over-engineered to ensure stability and safety.
Later, with the limb safely added and the sliding doors

fully functional, landscaping was added to finish off the
deck within a bed of river rock, to blend it into the existing surrounds.
■
See For Your Information, page 122

A structural engineer was consulted to make sure there was sufficient support for the hot tub.
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